MISTERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  following  is  the  annual  report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Farrar)  to  the  Misterton 
Rural  District  Council :  — 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my 
annual  report  as  to  the  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Misterton  Rural  District,  for 
the  year  1908,  together  with  the  prescribed 
forms  of  sickness  and  mortality,  as  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  The  population 
of  the  District  taken  at  the  last  census  was 
3  618,  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  805, 
giving  an  average  of  4-4  persons  per  house.  As 
the  District  has  grown  considerably  since  then 
(1901),  and  to  make  a  more  accurate  estimation 
of  the  population  at  the  present  time,  I  got  a 
list  of  all  the  inhabited  houses  in  the  District 
up  to  the  middle  of  last  July.  The  number 
being  941.  Allowing  4  5  persons  to  each  house, 
the  population  would  be  4234  5,  an  increase  of 
over  600  persons  since  the  last  census.  The 
area  of  the  District  in  acres  is  14,268,  so  that 
the  density  of  tbe  population  is  0  29  mean 
population  on  each  acre,  or  3-4  acres  to  each 
person. 

Vital  Statistics. — 114  births,  57  males  and 
57  females,  were  registered  during  the  year, 
this  being  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of  26  9  per 
1,000  The  average  birth-rate  for  the  years 
1898-1907,  was  27-4  per  1,000. 

Mortality.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
registered  during  the  year  occurring  in  the 
district  was  57,  of  these  27  were  males  and  30 
females.  1  his  being  equal  to  a  death-rate  of 
13-4  per  1,000.  The  total  death-rate,  that  is  to 
say,  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the 
district,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths 
occurring  out  of  the  district,  of  persons  lately 
residing  in  the  district,  was  64,  being  equal  to  a 
death  rate  of  15  1  per  1,000.  The  average 
death-rate  for  the  years  1898-1907  of  persons 
dying  in  the  district  was  14  6  per  1,000,  and  the 
average  total  death-rate  for  the  same  years  was 
15  per  1,000.  Deaths  occurred  in  the  Gains- 
burgh  Union  Infirmary,  and  in  Lincoln  and 
Doncaster  hospitals,  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
district. 

Infantile  Mortality,— The  number  of  deaths 
of  children  under  1  year  was  11,  this  being  equal 
to  a  death-rate  of  96-5  per  1  000  births  regis¬ 
tered.  The  average  for  the  years  1898  -  1907,  was 
1327  per  1,000  births  registered.  The 
following  are  the  causes  of  deaths  registered 
during  the  year.  Scarlet  fever  1,  diphtheria 

3,  enteric  2,  diarrhoea  1,  phthisis  (pulmonary) 
1,  other  tubercular  diseases  2,  cancer  4, 
bronchitis  5,  pneumonia  1,  pleurisy  1,  other 
diseases  of  respiratory  organs  1,  alcoholism  1, 
heart  diseases  5,  accidents  2,  suicide  1,  senile 
decay  15,  cerebral  haemorrhage  6,  kidney 
diseases  1,  epilepsy  1,  other  causes  10.  3 
inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  2  being  on 
children,  who  were  drowned  in  the  Chesterfield 
Canal,  at  Misterton.  The  other  was  held  on  a 
man,  who  died  of  pneumonia  following  a 
fracture  of  the  thigh,  also  at  Misterton.  4 
deaths  were  registered  as  uncertified  3  being 
adults,  and  1,  a  child.  10  persons  died  between 
70  and  80  years  of  age.  7  persons  between  80 
and  90  years  of  age,  and  2  over  90  years.  The 
2  oldest  deaths  being  91,  and  93,  years 
respectively.  7  he  youngest  death  being  3  days. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  cases 
notified  during  the  year  was  48,  as  against  80 
cases  last  year.  Scarlet  fever  19,  typhoid  3, 
erysipelas  11,  diphtheria  14.  Tbe  districts 
affected  were  : 

Misterton. — Diphtheria  3,  erysipelas  7. 

West  Stockwith.— Diphtheria  11,  erysipelas 

4,  scarlet  fever  1,  typhoid  1. 


Walkeringham.— Scarlet  fever  18,  typhoid  2. 

Saondby. —  Erysipelas  1. 

Influenza. — There  was  a  sharp  epidemic  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  many  people  being 
attacked. 

Measles. — The  district  has  been  very  free 
from  this  disease  during  the  year,  only  one  or 
two  cases  occurring. 

Small-pox. — No  cases  occurred  during  the 
year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  prevalent 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  Walkeringham, 
buteventually  died  out  there  in  July.  7  children, 
in  one  house,  were  simultaneously  attacked  by 
the  disease.  1  case  occurred  in  West  Stock¬ 
with,  in  August,  the  patient  was  well  isolated 
and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection  and  this  was  successful. 
There  were  no  cases  this  year  in  Misterton. 

ErysipeliS. — There  was  an  increase  of  6 
cases  over  last  year,  a  number  of  the  patients 
were  elderly,  and  had  had  previous  attacks  of 
this  disease. 

Diphtheria  — There  was  an  increase  of  13 
cases  over  last  year,  1  isolated  case  occurred  in 
Misterton  in  February.  An  epidemic  broke 
out  in  West  Stockwith  towards  the  end  of 
September,  and  the  last  case  was  notified  on 
the  21st  November.  There  were  10  cases  in  all, 
3  of  these  being  fatal.  During  the  same  period 
3  cases  occurred  in  Misterton.  All  the  patients 
were  isolated,  disinfectants  supplied,  and  every 
precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this 
epidemic. 

Enteric  Fever  — 3  cases  occurred  during  the 
yea-  as  against  6  last  year  2  of  these  ended 
fatally,  all  the  persons  attacked  being  adults. 
In  all  these  cases  I  examined  the  drains,  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  houses,  and  found 
them  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  a  soak 
closet,  which  I  reported  to  your  Inspector.  In 
2  of  the  houses  the  drains  had  only  been 
recently  laid  a  year  or  so  ago.  I  would  like  to 
again  point  out,  that  one  of  the  best  precautions 
against  this  disease,  is  the  boiling  of  all  water 
for  drinking  purposes,  the  filtering  is  of  quite 
secondary  importance.  The  river  Trent  is  still 
polluted  with  sewage  from  the  towns  and  villages 
on  its  banks. 

Enteritis  — There  were  not  many  cases 
during  the  year,  probably  owing  to  the  shortness 
of  the  summer  weather.  Cleanliness  and  care, 
in  tbs  preparation  of  the  food,  and  feeding  of 
infants  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the 
prevention  of  this  disease. 

Schools. — It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close 
the  schools  in  the  district  on  account  of  any 
epidemic  of  an  infectious  nature.  This  is  very 
satisfactory  as  compared  with  last  year,  when 
the  Misterton,  Walkeringham  and  Bole  schools 
had  to  be  closed  owing  to  epidemics  of  scarlet 
fever  and  measles. 

I  was  requested  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  to  send  a  report  as  to 
tbe  suitability  of  a  field,  on  the  Haxey  Gate 
Road  at  Misterion,  for  the  proposed  new  burial 
ground.  This  I  did  ;  I  also  attended  the 
inquiry  which  was  held  in  Misterton  in 
November,  when  my  report  was  read,  and  con¬ 
sidered  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Work  — The  following  is  the  state¬ 
ment  furnished  me  by  your  Inspector.  Three 
new  closets  have  been  built.  Thirty-five  yards  "f 
sanitary  pipe  sewers  have  bee  ■  laid  at  Becking- 
bam.  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  factories,  workshops, 
bakehouses,  &c,  that  your  Inspector  and  I  have 
vis  ted  during  the  year.  I  have  also  visited  the 
cowsheds  in  the  district  and  found  them  clean  and 
whitewashed,  and  in  a  satisf-ictory  condition,  with 
a  fairly  good  supply  of  water.  I  have  forwarded  a 
copy  of  this  report,  together  with  the  appended 
statistical  and  factory  lists,  to  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  and  the  Nottingham  County  Council, 
I  have  also  sent  a  factory  list  to  the  Home  Office. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Watt  Farrar,  M.B.  Ch.B. 


